HOW FELOOD LOSS MITIGATION EFFORTS
ARFE IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
OF BIRMINGHAM’S FL OODPLAIN
RESIDENTS




PRESENTATION OUTLINE

Past Vision of Floodplain Use
Competing Visions & Interests
Decision Made & Consequences
Floodplain Program Objectives & Use
Quality of Life Improvement Examples

Final Comment(s)
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ning Plan
1925 Olmsted Brothers Plan

Increase park acreage from 700 to 3,500
Protect critical water resource areas

Build parkways along ridge tops

Acquire floodplain lands for park purposes

1919 Man

Provide storm water drainage channels &
fields of recreation



EXISTING PARK AREAS MARKED BY NUMBERS

1. AVONDALE PARK
2. BEHRENS PARK (JORDAN)
3. CALDWELL PARK
4 CENTRAL PARK
5. EAST PARK
6. EAST LAKE PARK
7. ELYTON PARK
8. ENSLEY PARK
9. FAIRVIEW PARK
10. FOUNTAIN HEIGHTS PARK
11. GREEN SPRINGS PARK
12. HARRISON PARK
13. LYNN PARK
14. MAGNOLIA PARK
15 MC LENDON PARK

18
19
20
21
22 . RHODES PARK
23
24

16 . MINERAL SPRINGS PARK
17. NORTH BIRMINGHAM PARK
NORTH HAVEN PARK
NORWOOD BOULEVARD
PHELAN PARK
RED MOUNTAIN PARK

RUSHTON PARK
SHADY SIDE PARK
UNDERWOOD PARK

2
26. VILLAGE CREEK PROPERTY
27. WEST PARK (INGRAM)

. WOODROW WILSON PARK (CAPITOL)

28
29. WOODLAWN PARK
30

WOODWARD PARK

PROPOSED PARK AREAS MARKED BY LETTERS
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PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
BIRMINGHAM - ALABAMA

OUTLINE MAP SHOWING

/ PRESENT AND PROPOSED PARK AREAS

WITHIN THE CITY
SCALE OF MILES 3
A ;

" won recamay

OLMSTED BROTHERS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
BROOKLINE, MASS. SEPTEMBER. 1924

KEY
EXISTING PARKS SHOWN THUS &=
PROPOSED PARKS SHOWN THUS



COMPETING VISIONS & INTERESTS

® Economic (Industrial Boom)

m Private Development

m Social Interests (separate but equal)

m Lack of Federal Funding



Decision & Consequences

m Competing Interests Prevailed

m Development of Floodplains

m Lack of Adequate Park Spaces

m Impacted/Impaired Natural Resources

® Flooding, Flooding, Flooding



4th Ave N

dTens of millions In

flood-related
damages to
structures

14,000 floodplain
structures impacted




CONSEQUENCES (CONT'D
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FLOODPLAIN PROGRAM
OBJECTIVES & USE

Acquire properties with most severe flooding

Reuse acquired lands as community assets &
recreational spaces

Improve homeownership conditions &
opportunities

Reduce flood loss costs

Enhance quality of life
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Flood Buyout Projects
Map Index
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Map Ef,

FEMA 2003 Floodway Buyout Project
E3) FEMA 2003 Valley Creek Floodplain Buyout Project
[l FEMA 2003 Village Creek Floodplain Project
[ FEMA 1996 Village Creek Floodplsin Buyout Project
] wsACE 1992 Village Creek Floodplain Buyour Project
Flood Features

Floodway

100 Year Flood

500 Year Flood
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FLOOD BUYOUTS (1988-2007)

USACE BUYOUTS 1988-1992 (~800 PROPERTIES)

FEMA HMGP BUYOUTS 1996-2000 (255 PROPERTIES)

FEMA FMA BUYOUTS 2001-2004 (10 PROPERTIES)

FEMA PDM BUYOUTS 2003 (108 PROPERTIES)

FEMA HMGP FLOODWAY BUYOUTS 2003 (33 PROPERTIES)
FEMA PDM BUYOUTS 2005 (108 PROPERTIES)

FEMA HMGP BUYOUTS 2005 (37 PROPERTIES)

FEMA PDM BUYOUTS 2007 (21 PROPERTIES)






Greenway path
along creek

Basketball
courts o

Promenade

OPTION B
Greenway path  Picnic area
along creek /

Mult-use
court

Picnic area Tot ot Open play
area

Basketball
courts

OPTION B

S Basketball
"o courts

Open fields
Open grassed

fields

Ny g

8 Soccer fields

EAST BIRMINGHAM
NORTH

(Under study as a McWane sponsored park)

$e

EAST BIRMINGHAM
SOUTH
(Today's Patton Park. See page 36) OPTION A

9-acre

Village Creek Study, 1996.

Commissioned by Mayor Arringron
and the De of Planning and Engi
Prepared by Cecil Jones & Associates, Inc.
Inlh-rb/|”::;Pimmdﬁf:mupnmmwmbammmummwmc

ingh Ensley. The City of Birmingham acquired these lands from the C ith
«covenants dictating their use as “open space to help provide flood control" This ;m.f,mnﬂumlm:zwom:, VILLAGE CREE‘KI‘MSTUDY
gests they become parks. Planners met with residents still living in the “creek nej " to determine R ey i
amenities that would serve their needs. '
Lakes to hold rising waters and provide a good and hopeflly adequate place for percolation as the waters recede were A iy RS

N - e

mﬁ-u-uwng‘:db/phmmhnno:lmn&u!ypowhrwhﬁoﬁw-rymiduu.hurwwﬁbaﬂﬁeldn
MMIMMM phm“mlou. community gardens, open fields and paths along the creek all emerged as
©options, with each community expressing different needs. Opsn s

With the Olympic soccer trials coming to Birmingham in 1996, Mayor propo:
h Arrington was to build the parks
several sites that would be visible to visitors traveling the city’s interstates. = & i

Open activity
field




PANEL 0391G

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP

JEFFERSON COUNTY,
ALABAMA

AND INCORPORATED AREAS
PANEL 391 OF 755
(SEE LOCATOR DIAGRAM
FIRM PANEL LAYOUT)
comana:

OR MAP INDEX FOR

MAP REVISED  MAP NUMBER
'SEPTEMBER 29, 2006 01073C0391G

Federal Emergency Management Agency _




W.C. PATTON PARK
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Quality of Life Improvement
Examples
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Quality of Life Improvement
Examples




Quality of Life Improvement




“In some cases other and perhaps equally good
opportunities may be found later in case the o
present opportunities are lost; but as a rule the |
chance once gone is gone forever, and the burden
of the loss— less park service, more costly park
service, or a service of inferior quality—must be
borne not alone by your present citizens but by the
citizens of your great city in perpetuity.”




edwin.revell@birminghamal.gov
205-254-2479

Denise Pruitt, Project Planner
denise.pruitt@birminghamal.gov
205-254-2479

www.birminghamal.gov




